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Dear Friend of the Museums,

We write this year with tremendous pride in all that our organization accomplished in 2015, and 
with our most sincere thanks to the community of supporters and fans that propels The Discovery 
Museums forward in its work.

You’ll see many of our accomplishments listed inside this Annual Report—all of which supported 
our four main goals for the last year, and going forward:

• Grow the museum to reach more families and ensure 
sustainability.

• Improve access to ensure that the successful learning  
experiences we offer are available to all kids.

• Get kids back outdoors, moving, exploring, and connecting 
to the natural world.

• Be a voice for play as the way kids best learn, grow, and 
develop.

These goals are inherently in keeping with the founding 
tenets of the museum, and the approach we have upheld 
since our doors opened in 1982. While the world around us 
has become infinitely more technology-centered, “connected,” and pressured, we believe that it 
is our obligation to provide children and their families an experience free from intensity, ranking, 
grading, and expectations. Time slows within the galleries of The Discovery Museums. Children 
lead, and adults follow. And the lessons learned are about exploration, tenacity, putting curiosity 
first, and trusting that each of us is naturally equipped for success.

We’d like to see more of these messages in the world around us, more parents encouraged just to 
play with their kids, more kids told “you can do it.” Until then, all of us at The Discovery Museums 
commit to growing thoughtfully, building wisely, and most of all ensuring that we reach as many 
children as possible with our brand of hands-on learning and fun.

Thank you for your support of The Discovery Museums. It is making great things possible for 
thousands of children each year. If you have any ideas for us, please let us know!  

Neil H. Gordon, CEO  Bill Ryan, Chair, Board of Directors
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2015 by the Numbers
Preliminary unaudited results

FY2015
Operating Expenses 
Program Services $1,078,698

Management & 
General

$133,644

Fundraising  
& Marketing

$205,367

Total $1,417,709

FY2015
Total Liabilities & Assets
Total Current Assets $4,958,209

Net Property & Equipment $858,842

Total Other Assets $615,801

Total Current Liabilities $118,046

Total Liabilities $474,425

Total Net Assets $5,958,027

Total Liabilities & Net Assets $6,432,852

2014 Total Liabilities & Net Assets $3,431,696

Net Change Total Liabilities  
& Net Assets

$3,001,156

Total Liabilities 4%

Total Current Liabilities 1%

Total Other Assets 5%

Net Property & Equipment 6%

Total Current Assets 38%

Total Net Assets 46%

FY2015 Liabilities & Assets

Net Property
& Equipment 6%

Total Net 
Assets 46%Total Current 

Assets 38%

Total Other
Assets 5%

Total Current
Liabilities 1%

Total 
Liabilities 4%

Fundraising 15%

Administrative 9%

Program 76%

FY2015 Operating Expenses

Management
& General 9%

Program
76%

Fundraising & 
Marketing 15%

FY2015
Operating Support & Revenue
Admissions $529,388

Gifts & Grants $361,385

Educational Programs $271,926

Memberships $168,043

Rental Income $54,495

Museum Store $39,330

Miscellaneous Income $548

Total $1,425,115

Museum Store 3%

Rental Income 4%

Memberships 12%

Educational Programs 19%

Gifts & Grants 25%

Admissions 37%

1. Go to “Revenue Worksheet”
2. Choose Object - Graph
3. Update the data by clicking in the cells
4. Ungroup everything
5. Group the pie pieces only
6. Choose E�ect - 3D - Bevel & Extrude
6: Choose 65-0-0, rounded edges, plastic shading

FY2015 Operating Support & Revenue

Memberships 12%

Admissions
37%

Rental 
Income 4%

Museum 
Store 3%

Gifts & 
Grants 25%

Educational
Programs 19%



Accessibility & Inclusion

 Access is an imperative 
for us. We are pleased 

 to  have completed a 
year-long self-evaluation 

regarding accessibility  
as part of the Massachusetts Cultural 

Council’s (MCC) UP program, a state 
initiative aimed at helping cultural institutions 

become more inclusively accessible.  
Through collaboration with other UP 

institutions and with resources provided 
by MCC, we turned a lens on our buildings, 

parking, signage, exhibits, grounds, and 
website, getting feedback on accessibility 

from user experts and visitors alike.  
This process enabled us to make immediate 

changes on-site, as well as create an 
agenda for our renovation and expansion 

efforts, in which accessibility and  
inclusion are significant project goals.  

Museum Partner
$25,000 and above
MathWorks, Inc.+
Yawkey Foundations

Innovator
$10,000-$24,999
Digital Federal Credit Union
English Family Fund of the  
   Foundation for MetroWest
Foundation for MetroWest+
Highland Street Foundation+
Massachusetts Cultural 
  Council++
Raytheon Company
Sanofi Genzyme+++
Sudbury Foundation++

Visionary
$7,500-$9,999
Thomas and Cheryl 
  Beaudoin++
Boston Scientific 
   Foundation, Inc.
Middlesex Savings Bank+++
Ramsey McCluskey Family 
  Foundation+

Pioneer
$5,000-$7,499
Paula and Peter 
  Bentinck-Smith
Blue Cross Blue Shield 
   of Massachusetts
Cubist Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Enterprise Bank+
Frances R. Dewing Foundation
Greater Worcester 
  Community Foundation+
Nathaniel and Elizabeth P.  
  Stevens Foundation+++
Nuance Communications, Inc.+
Schrafft Charitable Trust

Inventor
$2,500-$4,999
Acton-Boxborough Youth in 
  Philanthropy
Adelard A. and Valeda Lea 
   Roy Foundation
AMD (Advanced Micro Devices)
Analog Devices, Inc.
BAE Systems
Boston Bruins Foundation
Emerson Hospital+
Fred Harris Daniels Foundation
JM Coull, Inc.
PTC

Explorer
$1,000-$2,499
Allain Sitework, Inc.
Avidia Charitable Foundation
Marie and Brian Beam
CohnReznick LLP
Helen and Miner Crary
Donelan’s Supermarkets, Inc.
Barbara and Michelle Dowds
EKG Networking, Inc.+

Bruce A. Enders++
Erland Construction, Inc.+
Robert and Deena Ferrara
Susan and Stephen Giulietti+
Jeffrey and Janet Glidden+
Emily and David Greenwood+
McWalter-Volunteer 
  Insurance Agency
Morgan Stanley Foundation+
Next Step Living, Inc.
NorthStar Construction 
  Services
Nypro, Inc.
Lynne Osborn++
Dennis and Dolores Picard
Margaret Ramsey and John 
  McCluskey+
Barbara and Edward Scolnick
Sechrest & Bloom, LLC+
Jim Shields and Gayle Merling
Sorrento’s Brick Oven Pizzeria
Tom Witkin and Michele 
  MacDonald++

Our Supporters
We gratefully acknowledge the individuals, corporations, foundations, organizations, and government agencies whose generos-
ity and goodwill provided critical support for The Discovery Museums in 2015. It is a special honor to recognize those who have 
shown their loyalty to the Museums by giving for many years consecutively (see key).

Consecutive Support Key:         + 5-plus years       ++ 10-plus years        +++ 15-plus years



Investor
$500-$999
Colin Angle and Erika Ebbel Angle
Kenneth and Sheila Berman+
Mary Bontrager
Bueno Y Sano
Kathy and Dan Casaletto
Catherine Coleman and Thomas 
  Mullen++
Katharine and Charles Denault+++
Especially for Pets
Neil and Ann Gordon+
The Hansberry Family
Craig and Leanne Hansen
Michael and Eileen Katin+
Kotlarz Realty Group at Keller 
  Williams Boston NW
Lake Boone Ice Co., LLC
Linnard Financial Management 
  & Planning
Andrew Magee
Next Generation Children’s Centers
Bruce and Lee Osterling
Lynda Palermo and Jeffrey Riley++
Carolyn and Alexander Platt++
William and Christine Ryan+
Miriam Schwartz
Seaver Institute
Lees and Stephen Stuntz++
Diana and Fred Uehlein
W. Clement and Jessie V. Stone 
  Foundation
Mrs. Emily V. Wade

Supporter
$250-$499
Acton Medical Associates, P.C.
Acton Monument Company, Inc.
Acton-Boxborough Cultural Council
Ayer Cultural Council
Wendy and John Baker+
Kate and Gordon Baty+
Erin Bennett++
Jarod and Mindy Bloom+
Canterbury Street Magnet 
  Computer-Based School
Sandra and Michael Carielli
JD and Lori Chesloff
Patricia and Don Chisholm+
Clinton Cultural Council
Concord Cultural Council
Concord Teacakes
The Cook Family
Mary Dockray-Miller and 
  Michael Miller+++
Dunkin’ Donuts
Eckel, Morgan & O’Connor 
  Law Offices
Annette and John Ekberg+
Elza B. Design, Inc.
Gallant Insurance Agency, Inc.
Scott and Jody Harris
Harsip & Stuart, P.C.
Lenore and Peter Henry++
Hudson Cultural Council
Elliot Isen
Jo Karen Fine Lingerie & Activewear
Peter and Karen Kerns

Jason LaPenta and Cynthia Barber
Don and Pat MacKenzie+
Maynard Cultural Council
Mimi and Patrick Moran
Newton Cultural Council
Bill Roller
Shirley Cultural Council
Maureen Silverleib
Southborough Cultural Arts Council
Stow Cultural Council
Kevin and Marlene Thurston
TransAction Associates, Inc.
Weston Cultural Council
William and Sally Williams

Contributor
$100-$249
AAA Northeast
AmazonSmile Foundation
Andersen Tax
Peter and Mary Ann Ashton+
John and Molly Beard
Glenn and Judy Bell
Billerica Arts Council
Gerry and Nadia Bluhm
Barbara Brady 
Rachel Caraviello
David and Maureen Christmas
Molly and Jeff Eberle
Laura and Mattias Eriksson
George and Lisa Foote+
Davida Fox-Melanson and 
  Leo Melanson++

“Play is our brain’s
                    favorite way of learning.”     

                                                                                  —Diane Ackerman



We believe that play is a foundational and essential element of a healthy 
childhood.  Through play, children learn about who they are and what they 

are capable of. They learn to try things, make decisions, solve problems, 
plan, persevere, fail, succeed, cooperate with others, and experience joy!  

To emphasize our commitment to play, in 2015 we launched an initiative 
called PLAY Matters, a multi-part campaign to support parents’ and 

caregivers’ understanding of the importance of play. We’ve made PLAY 
Matters a visible message in the museums by adding it to our floor staff 
uniforms and creating photo displays in each museum that depict some 
of the benefits children get through play. On our social media channels 

such as Facebook and Twitter, we are passing along good articles and 
research related to play. We have re-named our marketing communications 

pieces PLAY Matters. And, we are providing regular information and 
perspective to parents through our Play Matters blog. For example, have 

you given much thought to the science of playing dress-up? Check out 
the blog at discoverymuseums.org/blog and join the conversation.

Peter and Patricia Foye
Stephanie Gertz and Steven 
  Weiss
Marty Gilpatrick and Russell 
  Wolf+++
Stephen and Ann Hogan+
Holly’s Kona Ice, LLC
Ellen and James Hurley
Edythe Kames++
Amy Kennedy and David 
  Sette-Ducati
Karl and Sarah Kussin
Peter and Elaine Kuttner
Brian and Jeanne Lanigan+
Lexington Council for the Arts
Littleton Cultural Council
Lunenburg Cultural Council
Caren and Joe McVicker
William and Maryann Mullin
Network For Good
Dr. J. Kevin Nugent and Una 
  McGeough-Nugent+
David Oran and Silvia Arrom++
Christopher and Nancy 
  Pazienza+
Kevin and Anne Plante
Frederick and Bonnie Rich+
Thomas Scott
Nicole Solano
Elinor Springer
Carolyn Stafford Stein and 
  Eric Stein++
Erin Ash Sullivan

Wilson* and Janice Tuffin
Christine and Walter Van 
  Roggen+
Sage and Don Veino
Santosh Verma
Waltham Cultural Council
David Wellinghoff
Westford Cultural Council
Isa and George Zimmerman

Friend
Up to $99
Anonymous (Many)
Acton Orthodontic Associates
Steve Aronson
Anne Becklean
Joseph Blatt and Leda 
  Zimmerman
Phyllis and Ken Bloom
David and Morene Carlisle
Susan and Michael Covey
Christine DellaMonaca
Kathy Dia
Arthur and Elaine Eisenberg
Elizabeth Eldridge+
Susan and John Eppling
Lori and David Fassman+
Todd and Christine Fenniman
Nancy Fincke
Christine Garner
Meera Gill
Sheri Grusheski

Kimberly and Joshua Harriman
Wayne and Mary Henderson
Emily Hogan and Scott Pherson
Mark Holthouse
Harold and Susanne Hyman
Heather Jack
Paulette Joyce
Mary Lesiczka
Lincoln Nursery School
Holly Mansfield and 
  Mark O’Lalor
Laura Mills
Robert and Nancy Nephew
Anna and Warren Newton
Elisabeth and Malcolm Reid
Kathy Reticker and Jack Flynn
Marisa and Robert Rowe
David and Kathi Santis++
Margherita Santoro
Ellen Scult
Ronald and Audrey Seyffert
Ann Shaw
Kyndal and Peter Shilton
Owen Smith
Eric and Debra Solomon
Thai Chili House LLC
JoAnne P. Thomas
Alan Ticotsky and Jane Sutton+
Barbara Tonucci
Townsend Cultural Council
Helen and Brad Tramposch
Trudi Veldman and Robert 
   Kamen

Consecutive Support Key:       + 5-plus years     ++ 10-plus years      +++ 15-plus years

* deceased



Gina and Mark Verdi
Madge Wait
Emily B. White+
Peter and Judith Zolli

Matching Gifts
GE Foundation
IBM
Merck Foundation

Benefactor Members
Sandra and Michael Carielli
Jill and Phil Dixon
Jacqueline Starr and Jeff Ellsworth
Amitha and James Knight
Gabriel Lopez-Calva and Olesya 
  Baker
Richard and Karen Napoli
Abigail and Scott Rice 
Mark and Rebecca Scheier

Tributes
In Honor of Ms. Davida Fox-Melanson 
  and Mr. Leo G. Melanson
   Maureen Silverleib
In Honor of Neil H. Gordon
   Heather Jack
In Honor of Barbara and David Linnard
   Owen Smith
In Honor of Cara Lonardo-Roy
   Rachel Caraviello

In honor of Lees and Stephen Stuntz
   Anna and Warren Newton

Gifts in Kind
Anonymous (1)
3M Company
5 Wits
Acton Bowladrome
Acton Coffee House
Acton Fire Department
Acton Recreation Department
ActonArt Drawing School
Amazing Things Arts Center
American Antiquarian Society
American Textile History Museum
Animal Adventures
Arthur Murray Dance Studio
Barefoot Books
Barnstable Harbor Ecotours
Bay Area Discovery Museum
Bayside Resort
Thomas and Cheryl Beaudoin
Bedford Farms
Erin Bennett
Berklee College of Music
Bernie & Phyl’s Furniture
Bertucci’s Italian Restaurant
Big Apple Circus
Jarod and Mindy Bloom
Blue Hills Bank Charitable Foundation
Bob’s Discount Furniture 
  Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Boston Ballet

Boston Children’s Theatre
Boston College - Athletics Department
Boston Duck Tours
Boston Frame Works
Boston Lyric Opera
Boston Red Sox
Boston Symphony Orchestra
Alan Bourgault and Stacie Barker
Brandeis University - Osher
  Lifelong Learning Institute
Bridgeport Bluefish
Bromley Mountain
Patricia Bryant
Budget Printing of Concord
Bullfinch’s Restaurant and Catering
The Butterfly Place
Cabot Creamery Cooperative
Candlewick Press
Canobie Lake Park
Carlisle & Company 
Celebrity Series of Boston
The Center for the Arts in Natick 
Charles River Canoe & Kayak
Charlesbridge
Children’s Museum & Theatre 
  of Maine
Circle Furniture
Citizens Bank
The Cleveland Museum of 
  Natural History
The Clock & Watch Shop
Lisa Clough
Colonial Figure Skating Club

“Play gives children a chance to 
               practice what they are learning.”                                                                                                                        

                                                                                              —Fred Rogers 



Denise LeBlanc Honored for Excellence

Denise LeBlanc, Director of Learning Experiences at The Discovery  
Museums, won a 2015 Excellence Award from the New England Museum 

Association for her extraordinary dedication to and enthusiasm  
for science education. In her 26 years in the field, LeBlanc’s passion for 
her work has translated into programs and exhibits that spark curiosity 

and exploration in many thousands of museum visitors each year. 

Denise has been committed to collaborative partnerships including 
a museum-school cooperative with Uxbridge High School that won 

an Association of Science-Technology Centers (ASTC) Award for 
Innovation; “Girls Get SET” and “Discovery KWEST” programs with 

Tufts University and the Boys & Girls’ Club; and even an international 
collaboration with Tin Marin Museo de los Ninos and the Caserio School 

in Ilobasco, El Salvador, and the Merriam School in Acton, as 
part of a cultural exchange and biodiversity unit. 

  Most recently, Denise led The Discovery  Museums to 
    be the only New England member 

of Portal to the Public, a 
    program that teaches 

scientists how best 
to communicate 

     with and educate the 
public on their work. 

The Colonial Inn
Colonial Spirits
The Common Man
The Concord Bookshop
The Concord Flower Shop
Concord Museum
Concord Optical
The Concord Players
Concord Teacakes
Coolidge Corner Theatre
Copley Wolff Design Group
Cranmore Mountain Resort
Currier Museum of Art
Curtis Street Bakers Gluten Free
D’Ambrosio Eye Care
Damnation Alley Distillery
Dance This Way
deCordova Sculpture Park 
  and Museum
DoubleTree Hotel - Boston/
  Westborough
Drawbridge Puppet Theater
Edible Arrangements
Einstein’s Workshop
EKG Networking, Inc.
Eloquence Dance Centre
Enchanted Animal Parties
Bruce A. Enders
Enterprise Bank
Erikson’s Ice Cream
Especially for Pets, Inc.
Essential Therapies Day Spa
ester, Lower Dot Dining
Farmstead Table
Fay School

Robert and Deena Ferrara
The Fireplace Restaurant
Fitchburg Art Museum
Fitness Together - North End
Mark Fried and Josie Guerin
Google
Neil and Ann Gordon
Grafton Group Restaurants
Handel and Haydn Society
Harmony Horse Stables, LLC
Jody and Scott Harris
Harrows Chicken Pies
Hartney Greymont
Harvard University - 
  Department of Athletics
Harvard University Museum 
  of Natural History
Haute Coffee
Heritage Museums & Gardens
Holiday Inn Boxborough
Holistic Chiropractic & Reiki
Hop On In
House of the Seven Gables
William Huss and Cheri Geckler
Idylwilde Farms, Inc.
Improv Boston
Indian Hill Music
Institute of Contemporary 
  Art, Boston
International Tennis Hall of Fame
Elliot Isen
Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival
Keith and Jill Jacques
Jam Time
Jamberry Nails
Jerry’s Barbershop

Jillian’s/Lucky Strike Boston
John Lane’s Ogunquit 
  Playhouse
Jon-Claud Salon
Jump Around
Kaleidoscope Pottery
Michelle Keenan and William 
  Mills
Keurig Green Mountain, Inc.
Kimball Farm
Kitchen Outfitters, LLC
Kripalu Center for Yoga & Health
Larz Anderson Auto Museum
Denise and Denis LeBlanc
Lexx Restaurant
The LigerBots
Lovelane Special Needs 
   Horseback Riding Inc.
Lowell General Hospital
Lowell Spinners
Lunch Box Kids
Lyn Evans Potpourri Design
The Lyric Stage Company of 
  Boston
Mahoney’s Garden Center
Maine Maritime Museum
The Maker Farm at 
  Meadowbrook
The Mane Escape
Marblehead Museum
The Mark Twain House 
  & Museum
Mass MoCA
The Master Singers of 
  Worcester, Inc.



    

McAuliffe-Shepard Discovery 
  Center
Mel’s Funway Park, Inc.
Susanne Meterko
Middleton Golf Course
The Minor Chord Music Outfitters
Monster Mini Golf
Moodz Day Spa & Salon
Mostrom & Chase Handweavers
Museum of Russian Icons
Music Together of Assabet Valley
Nashoba Brook Bakery
Nashoba Valley Olympia
Sarah and Kevin Nastasia
The Natick Community Organic 
  Farm
National Baseball Hall of Fame 
  & Museum
New Art Center
New England Aquarium
New England Historic 
  Genealogical Society
New England Quilt Museum
New England Wildflower Society
New Hampshire Fisher Cats
New Repertory Theatre
Norman Rockwell Museum
Northeast Numismatics
Northeast Organic Farming 
  Association - Massachusetts
Not Your Average Joe’s
NuBodi Massage
Old Sturbridge Village

Open Door Test Prep, LLC
Orange Leaf Frozen Yogurt
Oscar’s Burritos
Pat’s Peak
Paul Revere Memorial Association
Periwinkle Glassworks
Pinot’s Palette
Polly Hill Arboretum
Portland Sea Dogs
Larry and Valerie Post
Post 390 Restaurant
The Preservation Society of 
   Newport County
Margaret Ramsey and John 
  McCluskey
Rapscallion Table & Tap
Redbones
Renaissance Boston Waterfront 
  Hotel
Revels
Revolution Community Yoga
Rhode Island School of Design
Fontaine Richardson
River’s Edge Arts Alliance
Roger Williams Park Zoo
Roller Kingdom
Rota Spring Farm
Roudenbush Children’s Center
Salem Witch Museum
Saltbox Farm
Sandy Burr Country Club
Save the Bay
Sceptre Marketing Group

Seacoast Science Center
Serenitee Restaurant Group
Sharper Edge Skating School
Shelly Drouin Photography
Six Flags New England
Skywalk Observatory
The Social Canine
Sorrento’s Brick Oven Pizzeria
Southwick’s Zoo
Sterling Golf Management, Inc.
Stoneham Theater
Strawberry Banke
Erin Ash Sullivan
Thai Chili House, LLC
This Old House
Topsfield Fair
Tower Hill Botanic Garden
Trombetta’s Farm
Upton Tea Imports
Verne Q. Powell Flutes, Inc.
Verrill Farm
WABC-TV New York
Wachusett Mountain Ski Area
Wenham Museum
Wheelock Family Theatre
Wilburton Inn
Windrush Farm
Wooden Crafts and Toys Co.
Dan and Betsy Yamron
York’s Wild Kingdom
Zebra’s Bistro and Wine Bar
Mary Zoll
Bernard Zubrowski

“Children are designed by nature to 
       learn through self-directed play 
                     and exploration.” —Peter Gray

These lists reflect gifts made between January 1 and December 31, 2015, and are complete and accurate to the 
best of our ability. To notify us of an error, please contact Marie Beam, Chief Development Officer, 

at mbeam@discoverymuseums.org.



And this is how WE play! We served nearly 

170,000 visitors • Brought hands-on STEM programming to more than 

29,000 Pre-K-8 students in more than 1,400 classrooms through our  

Traveling Science Workshops program • Completed a $3 million matching 

grant challenge issued by the Manton Foundation, raising $6.4 toward 

our $8.4 million, transformational Campaign for The Discovery  

Museums • Broke ground on our fully-inclusive and accessible nature 

playscape, Discovery Woods, set to open Summer 2016 • Held six 

events in our Discovery Museums Speaker Series, with more than 1,200 

registrants • Earned Gold, Best Museum, in the 2015 Wicked Local 

Readers’ Choice awards • Earned a Boston Parents Paper Family Favorite, 

Top 5 Museum award • Awarded nearly $143,000 by The Institute of 

Museum and Library Services (IMLS) to support the development of an 

interactive math exhibit focused on alleviating math anxiety • Served  

over 44,300 people in 2015—26% of the total—for free or deeply 

reduced cost through our Open Door Connections program • Donated 

close to $22,000 worth of passes and memberships to more than 450 

nonprofits for their fundraisers • Were awarded $100,000 through  

Cummings Foundation’s “$100K for 100” program, to fund sensory-rich, 

fully accessible and inclusive paths through our Discovery Woods 

nature playscape • Launched our PLAY Matters marketing initiative to 

communicate to parents and caregivers the essential benefits of play • 

Hired our first outdoor/environmental educator, as part of our 

commitment to get more kids outside • Completed a year-long 

self-evaluation on accessibility as part of Mass Cultural Council’s UP 

program, setting the agenda for our future expansion plans • 

Offered five free nights of “Meet the Scientists” as part of our Science 

Communication Fellows professional development program.

“When work becomes play, 
        and play becomes your work,  
your life unfolds.”        —Robert Frost



Celebrating the Visionaries of 
The Discovery Museums

April 9, 2015

The Discovery Museums were celebrated last spring by 
thirty-five past and current members of the Board of 

Directors who have given many years of service to our 
community. Founder Don Verger shared stories of the 

Museums’ early days and expressed support for our plans 
for the future, and Carolyn Platt—a founding Board member 
who rejoined the Board in 2014—acknowledged all those 

whose leadership has supported Don’s vision for a place 
that inspires in children a love for science, nature, and art.

The founders of The Discovery Museums, 1982



“Discovery Woods will be an 
incredible new space that will 
delight and engage kids for 
decades to come.  We are driven to 
build this special space because a generation 
of children are leading lives that are too seden-
tary. They are too detached from nature. They 
are too distant from the joy of the outdoors.  
We build Discovery Woods not to transform 
a museum, but to transform the lives of the 
families we serve.

Perhaps even more importantly, thanks to a 
commitment to universal design, Discovery 
Woods will be a place where all kids will 
experience the joys of outdoor exploration 
side-by-side.  

Discovery Woods is Part One of our story. The 
next chapter will involve a more welcoming 
indoor space for our growing audience, featuring 
great new exhibits and fresh versions of old 
favorites.  With these plans, we are making 
an investment that will ensure our value and 
relevance for decades to come.  We are honored 
by and thankful for the support from those who 
have gotten us this far.  We need our entire 
community to be with us to complete this story. 
We seek and welcome your continued support.”

 —Neil Gordon, CEO of The Discovery Museums, 
at the Discovery Woods groundbreaking, 
October 2015

The Groundbreaking for Discovery Woods 
A new chapter begins for The Discovery Museums with construction of a universally accessible nature playspace for outdoor exploration and discovery

Donors to the Campaign for The Discovery Museums



“I can’t say enough about what an impact  The Discovery Museums 
has on children and families across the state and New England.” 
                                                      —Massachusetts State Senator Jamie Eldridge

The Manton Challenge

We are proud to report the successful 
completion of the $3 million Manton 
Challenge in December, 2015, a full year 
before the official deadline. Thanks to 
the many ways the Challenge inspired 
our community, we secured $1.8 million 
in new gifts to the Campaign for The 
Discovery Museums during the 2015 
calendar year, making it the Museums’ 
most significant fundraising year, ever.  
Our profound thanks go to all of those 
individuals, foundations, and corpora-
tions that made this success possible.

In the words of Tom Beaudoin, our  
campaign chair and member of our 
Board of Directors, “We owe a debt of 
gratitude to The Manton Foundation, 
which started this campaign by 
presenting us with a challenge: raise $3 
million and we will match it, one-to-
one. Along the way, the Foundation 
trustees have been vocal in their  
support, unfailingly encouraging,  
and our biggest cheerleaders. That we 
are here tonight, breaking ground for 
Discovery Woods, is entirely due to 
their belief in The Discovery Museums.”

Campaign  
Committee
Thomas L. Beaudoin, Chair
Peter Ashton
Marie Beam
Paula Bentinck-Smith
Sunindiya Bhalla
Anthony Paul DiBona
Stephen P. Giulietti
Jeffrey D. Glidden
Thomas McKean
William C. Mullin
Carolyn Platt
William L. Ryan

Building 
Committee
Lees Stuntz, Chair
Joan Appleton
Peter Ashton
Daniel Cook
Neil H. Gordon
William Huss
Michael E. Katin
Denise LeBlanc
Cara Lonardo-Roy
Andrew Magee
Steve Roake
William L. Ryan 

Bessie Society
$1,000,000+
The Manton Foundation

Founder’s and 
Directors’ Circle 
$500,000-$999,999
Sangreal Foundation

Lifelong Learners 
Society
$250,000-$499,999
Institute of Museum and 
  Library Services

Experimenters and 
Explorers Society 
$100,000-$249,999
Thomas and Cheryl Beaudoin
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Cummings Foundation
Bruce A. Enders 
The Kilmer Family of Braintree
Margaret Ramsey and John 
  McCluskey
Massachusetts Cultural 
  Facilities Fund
Amelia Peabody Charitable Fund
Nathaniel and Elizabeth P. 
  Stevens Foundation
Sudbury Foundation
Town of Acton Community 
  Preservation Committee

Inquirers and 
Investigators Society
$50,000-$99,999
Anonymous (1)
Jeffrey and Janet Glidden
Middlesex Savings Bank
Barbara and Edward Scolnick

Future Scientists 
Council 
$25,000-$49,999
Paula and Peter Bentinck-Smith
Anthony and Janice DiBona
Mary Dockray-Miller and 
  Michael Miller
Enterprise Bank
Neil and Ann Gordon
Haartz Corporation
Lynne Osborn
Carolyn and Alexander Platt
Polaroid Corporation/The Land Fund
Raytheon
Richard and Marian Thornton
Emily V. Wade
Workers’ Credit Union

Discoverers Club 
$10,000-$24,999
Marie and Brian Beam
Catherine Coleman and 
   Thomas Mullen
Katharine and Charles Denault
Harvey Eisenberg
Susan and Stephen Giulietti

Idylwilde Farms, Inc. and the 
  Napoli Family
Jonathan and Jeanne Lavine
Pamela Lynn and Jon Benson
New England Foundation for 
  the Arts 

Friends of the Campaign 
Up to $10,000 
Anonymous (2)
Peter and Mary Lee Aldrich
Joan and Samuel Appleton
The Astra Foundation
Wendy and John Baker
Jarod and Mindy Bloom
Bruyette Family Foundation
Scott and Pamela Bundy
JD and Lori Chesloff
Patricia and Don Chisholm
Robert and Deena Ferrara
Foundation for MetroWest
Maxwell and Alison Hall
Michael and Eileen Katin
Russell and Lee Ann Layton
David and Barbara Linnard
Don and Pat MacKenzie
Thomas and Sylvia McKean
Andrew Magee and Lulie Munson
Bruce and Lee Osterling
David and Virginia Packer
William and Christine Ryan
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Brain Building 
Zone Advisory 
Council
Jessica Dym Bartlett
Cheryl Beaudoin
Mary Beilman
Sunindiya Bhalla
Melissa Bible
Terrell Clark
Allison Daigle
Carolyn McHugh
Pamela McKillop
Charles Nelson
Kevin Nugent
Nannette Ohman
Tara Papandrew
Nichole Polifka
Anthony Rao
Jeri Robinson
Stephanie Cox Suarez

Science and 
Technology 
Advisory Council
Russell Layton, Chair
Christina Agapakis
Bill Brady
Erika Ebbel Angle
Peter Fearey
Maxwell B. Hall
Scott Harris
Lance Hartford
Henry Houh
Katie Joyce
Carleton F. Kilmer
Doug Lawson
Allison Scheff Little
Gareth H. McKinley

Peter Morico
Penny Noyce
Mike Phillips
Anthony Rao
Mitch Resnick
James D. Shields
Tom A. Witkin

Accessibility 
Advisors
Terrell Clark
Allison Daigle
Maiya Dos
Valerie Fletcher
Denise Fournier Eng
Chris Hass
Kathy Heydt
Jennifer Hunt
Jennifer Johnston
Ingrid Kanics
Jeffrey Mansfield
Pamela McKillop
Eileen O’Donnell
Katie Prins
Nate Schildbach
Sophie Wadsworth

Individuals
Michaela Alcieri
Paulo Alvero
Lane Anderson
Anita Autry
Brenda Basher
Anthea Bell
Arushi Bhalchandra
Sanjit Bhat
Melissa Bible
Amber Bobnar
Georgia Burns
Shoshoni Caine
Maeve Cassidy
Partha Chowdhury
Dan Congreve
Michelle Contey
Stephanie Cox Suarez
Meredith Cutler
Maria Decelles
Will Dempsey
Elizabeth Do
Peter Doyle
Shelley Drouin
Vanja Dunjko
Charlotte Durham
Brandon Edmunds
Peter Evans
Katie Farmer
Alexander Farra
Julia Friend
Chase Gerbig
Grace Gong
Katrina Greene
Evan Greenspan
Vaibhav Gupta
Kevin Hu
Tara Jawahar
Catherine Ji
Angela Jin
Annalise Jones
Isabella Joseph
Atharva Kasar

Hillary Katz
Christina Kim
Rebecca Kreipke
Mathangi Krishnamurthy
Rebecca Kourepenos
Karthik Kuchimanchi
Tanu Kulkarni
Kristen Kuo
Kate Kwon
Jenna Lamourine
Jocelyn LeBlanc
Joe Lester
Sophia Li
Hubert Lin
Jessica Liu
Chloe Locke
Tess Londono
David Lu
Annie Lye
Annika Maas
Alok Macharla
Sarah Mackie
Devon McCarthy
Akhil Meka
Nikhil Meka
Sydney Mohr
Arthi Nagarajan
Larissa Naidoo
Diya Nambiar
Rupayan Neogy
Anh Nguyen
Arvinder Oberoi
Anique Olivier-Mason
Harsha Pandaraboyina
Dimitra Pouli
Akash Purohit
Dhruva Ranga
Davis Raymond
Connor Reinhold
Spencer Royston
Anna Rychlik
Alisha Sabnis
Corey Shaya
Ameya Shere

Ben Shorey
Katherine Silva
Samantha Stephen
Adarsh Suresh
Ashwin Suresh
Shruti Suresh
Kate Toll
Jake Verrilli
Rohini Vishwanathan
Eric Wang
Mohini Wani
Steven Wood
Franklin Wu
Jerry Wu
David Yamron
Hannah Yin
Kevin Zheng
Cheryl Zubrick

Groups
Acton-Boxborough High
  School
AMD
Cotting School
Darnell School
Enterprise Bank
MathWorks
Open Door Theater
Olin College Engineering 
  Discovery Team
The Optical Society of America 
  (OSA) Tufts Chapter
Putnam Investments
Therapy Dogs International
United Way
Victor School
Work Opportunities
  Unlimited
Innovation Academy
  Charter School

Our Volunteers

    “Play is the 
             highest    
            form of 
          research.”
                —Albert Einstein

Our Advisors



Jordan Al-Atraqchi
Explorer
Evie Ali
Explorer
Tia Alliy
Explorer
Kelton Artuso
Admissions Staff
Maija Barnett
Explorer
Monica Baum
Explorer, Birthday Party 
Manager, Admissions Staff
Morgan Baum
Explorer
Marie Beam
Chief Development Officer
Liam Ben-Joseph
Explorer
Gaynor Bigelbach
Traveling Science  
Workshops Instructor
Alicia Blanchard
Explorer
Evan Bosia
Explorer
Lily Byan
Explorer
Anna Cartier
Explorer
Lisa Clough
Manager
Denise Cooper
Traveling Science  
Workshops Instructor

Susan Dalton
Traveling Science  
Workshops Instructor
Rachel Danford
Outdoor and Environmental 
Educator
Phoebe Donofrio-Ralls
Explorer
Sarah Donovan
Explorer
Molly Eberle
Admissions Staff
Laura Edwards
Admissions Staff
Laura Eriksson
Annual Giving and  
Events Specialist
Tess Favini
Admissions Staff, Birthday 
Party Manager, Manager
Brent Fay
Explorer, Birthday Party 
Manager
Sophie Ferguson
Explorer
Amanda Fiske
Explorer
Samara Fontaine
Admissions Staff
Jill Foster
Director of School & Group 
Programs
Neil Gordon
Chief Executive Officer
Gail Gula
Explorer

Jody Harris
Traveling Science  
Workshops Instructor
Sarah Hetherington
Grants Manager
Emma Jacques
Explorer
Jill Jacques
Marketing Specialist,  
Museum Store Manager
Barbara Joyce
Explorer
Karen Kerns
Development Assistant
Alina Khan
Explorer
Shilpa Kulkarni
Programs Assistant
Elizabeth Leahey
Assistant Director of  
Learning Experiences
Allison Leake
Early Childhood Education 
Director
Denise LeBlanc
Director of Learning  
Experiences
Colin Lee
Explorer
Tess Little
Admissions Staff, Birthday 
Party Manager, Explorer
Cheryl Lombardo
Director of Finance and 
Administration

Cara Lonardo-Roy
Director of Visitor  
Experiences
Shay Lukas
Explorer
Annika Maas
Explorer
Kimi Macdonald
Admissions Assistant
Nick Malo
Facilities Manager
Cheryl Mamalis
Explorer
Emma Manning
Admissions Staff
Erin Manning
Membership Manager
Holly Mansfield
Development Associate, 
Database Administrator
Nicole McKelvie
Admissions Staff
Mike McKendry
Admissions Staff, Explorer
Paige McKinley
Admissions Staff, Explorer, 
Birthday Party Manager
Frank Meehan
Explorer
Alisha Morelli Mulvaney
Explorer
Preeti Mostello
Assistant Director of Visitor 
Experiences
Laurie Murphy
Admissions Staff, Explorer, 
Birthday Party Manager

Tatiana Myers
Explorer
Anne Newey
Explorer
Michael Newey
Explorer
Molly Page
Explorer
Olivia Patrick
Explorer, Birthday Party 
Manager, Admissions Staff
Sarah Patrick
Explorer
Erin Primeau
Explorer
Leslie Primeau
Manager
Brandi Ramos
Explorer, Birthday Party 
Manager
Sarah Richards
Explorer
Steve Roake
Exhibit & Facilities Director
Sam Royston
Explorer
Aaron Sabot
Explorer
Jaime Samiljan
Explorer
Hope Schlegel
Explorer
Isabella Scittarelli
Admissions Staff
Ann Sgarzi
Director of Marketing

Maddi Shames
Admissions Staff
Lucas Skorczeski
Early Childhood Education 
& Parent Resources 
Director
Barbara Stella
Traveling Science  
Workshops Instructor
Sowmya Suneel
Operations Assistant
Julie Sutherland-Platt
Explorer
Amy Toporoff
Traveling Science  
Workshops Prep  
Coordinator 
Jacob Toporoff
Traveling Science  
Workshops Prep  
Assistant 
Michael Vrablik
Explorer
Kathie Watt
Scheduling Manager
Becky Werner
School Relations Manager
Isabelle Williams
Explorer
Julia Wolf
Admissions Staff, Explorer
David Yamron
Interim Development 
Assistant
Alex Zylkuski
University of  
Massachusetts Lowell  
Co-op Student

Our Staff

“We don’t stop playing because we grow old; 
                  we grow old because we stop playing.” 
                                                                                                        —George Bernard Shaw

Our Advisors

This list reflects all employees in 2015.
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Thank You, Steve! 

For the past ten years, Steve Roake was a constant, positive presence at 
The Discovery Museums. Steve retired at the end of 2015 from his position as 

Exhibit & Facilities Director, a title that doesn’t quite suggest the breadth of 
everything that Steve was responsible for:  buildings, infrastructure, 

systems, grounds, exhibits, lighting, maintenance, and more.  

Steve is a self-taught artist and craftsman. Whether painting the mural in 
 Bessie’s Diner, building Bessie’s Cove, devising a way to hang a new mobile 
from the cupula, or fixing anything that broke, Steve had a can-do attitude 

and the talent to do a job well. In the last few years alone, he built our AirPlay, 
BackYard at Night, FETCH Cart, SoundLab, and Dream Green exhibits. Steve 

was also central to the planning of our upcoming 
Discovery Woods nature playscape and the 

renovation and expansion of our building.

Steve cared about our visitors and thought a lot 
about how they would interact with and enjoy 

exhibits. He also thought about how to make 
things indestructible, even for a six year-old!  

Steve was the glue—pun intended—that kept 
the museums together. We will miss his 
unassuming competence and wish him 

                              the very best in his retirement.  
 


